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Economic Development Fact Book 

 GROWTH IS MORE SUSTAINED IN A 

PREMIER ENVIRONMENT. 

FOR EXAMPLE: 
35.220N Latitude, 81.060W Longitude. 
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A Premier Environment For Business Development 

Location 

 
The Town of Cramerton and the Charlotte/Gastonia/Concord MSA Region has historically profited from 
a strategic North American location. Today, the region’s prosperity, enviable growth and economic 
diversity continue to benefit from a highly advantageous location. 
 
MARKET ACCESS 

 
Positioned in the Southeast United States (Latitude: 35.220N/ Longitude: 81.060W), the Town and region 
provide an Eastern Time Zone location for conducting worldwide business with direct access fifteen 
minutes away at Charlotte Douglas International Airport (CLT) to Europe and other global destinations. 
 

 

 

NORTH CAROLINA 

 
The region is a prime gateway to the Southeast United States, ideally positioned midway between our 
nation’s capital New York City and Miami, Florida.  
 
CHARLOTTE/GASTONIA/CONCORD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 

 
The Town of Cramerton is located in the Southeast United States, in the southern piedmont of the State of 
North Carolina. The Town is part of the Charlotte/Gastonia/Concord MSA, the largest urban area in 
North Carolina. Located within Gaston County, the Town lies along the South Fork of The Catawba 
River between Gastonia and Charlotte. 
 

POSITIONED FOR PROFIT 

The dynamic growth and economic diversity of the Town of Cramerton and Charlotte/Gastonia/Concord 
MSA over the last two decades is due in part to its strategic location and transportation access to well 
over 60% of the nation’s population and industrial base. Centrally located within the major growth of the 
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Southeast United States, the Town of Cramerton offers an ideal location to reach major metropolitan and 
manufacturing centers in the South, Mid-Atlantic, Northeast and Midwest. With an integrated highway 
system, a growing international airport and the second busiest container port along the Atlantic and Gulf 
coasts, businesses located in the Town and region benefit from highly efficient access the marketplaces – 
by land, air and sea. 

DISTANCES TO MAJOR U.S. CITIES (in miles) 

 

Atlanta, GA – 210 Augusta, GA – 133 Boston, MA – 729 Charlotte, NC – 12 

Charleston, SC –176 Columbia, SC – 83 Greenville, SC – 78 

Hilton Head Island, SC – 209 Miami, FL – 656 Myrtle Beach, SC – 162 

New York City – 542 Norfolk, VA – 295 Savannah, GA – 219 Washington DC - 337 



 

 5

Population  
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Workforce  

A WORLD CLASS WORKFORCE 

The labor market of the Town of Cramerton and the Charlotte/Gastonia/Concord MSA is diversified and 
strong. The supply, quality, and cost of labor are very competitive in comparison to other metro areas. A 
significant pool of talent exists in the region. 

LABOR MARKET OVERVIEW 

The employment base of the Charlotte/Gastonia/Concord MSA is one of the fastest growing in the State. 
Substantial numbers of competitively priced employees, with a variety of skills, training, and high 
educational attainment, are available to new, expanding, or relocating business and industry. The Town’s 
outbound commuting workforce provides fertile ground for new companies locating within the Town to 
attract professional, managerial and technical personnel. Many residents would readily accept positions in 
the Town at competitive salary levels to end or minimize the daily trek. 

RADIUS WORKFORCE 

In addition, transferee acceptance to the Charlotte/Gastonia/Concord MSA and the Town of Cramerton is 
extremely positive. Cramerton’s exceptional quality of life, desirable amenities and cost of living make it 
easy to attract and retain key employees. 

Finally, although difficult to document, is the amount of underemployment that exists in the region. Many 
residents value the area’s highly desirable quality of life and lower cost of living and elect “not” to pursue 
employment opportunities outside the region.  

INDUSTRY - CONTINUED ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION 

The economy of the Town and region continues to expand and diversify. Cooperative regional economic 
development efforts have provided a spectrum of employment opportunities for residents. Aggressive 
marketing programs are attracting significant interest from office-based/information service sector 
operations, technology & research and development firms, and advanced manufacturing companies. 
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Education  

A QUALITY LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 

A highly educated and motivated population is found in the Town of Cramerton and the MSA Region. From 
doctorate, professional and advanced graduate studies to technical, industrial and continuing education, the Town is 
host to a wide range of key talent for relocating and expanding operations. 

 

HIGHER EDUCATION 

More than a dozen campuses region wide provide easy access to a full spectrum of higher education opportunities, 
from chemical engineering to the culinary arts. Peterson’s, U.S News & World Report and other respected guides 
regularly rank colleges in the region among the nations best. 

 

Belmont Abbey College Located in Belmont, NC 
Gaston College Located in Dallas, NC - Belmont Campus 
Johnson C. Smith University Located in Charlotte, NC 
UNC Charlotte, Located in Charlotte, NC 
Pfeiffer University Satellite campus in Charlotte, NC  
Wingate University Located just south of Charlotte, NC 
Winthrop University Located in Rock Hill, SC 
Gardner-Webb University Located in Boiling Springs, NC 
Lenoir-Rhyne University Located in the Hickory, NC 
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Quality of Life  

A DESIRABLE, AFFORDABLE AND SAFE LIFESTYLE 

A mild climate, excellent public schools, low crime rates, abundant housing in a wide price range, ample 
opportunities for spousal employment, and access to artistic and cultural amenities are fueling the 
region’s rapid growth. These strong regional factors and the amenities found in the Town of Cramerton 
make it one of the premier communities to be found in the United States, just ask our residents. 

From an employer prospective, the Town and the Region make it easy for companies to attract and retain 
key employees, while drawing on a substantial regional workforce that places a high value on area’s 
quality of life and cost of living. Residents elect not to pursue employment opportunities outside the 
region and are constantly searching for more challenging positions locally. In short, the regional 
workforce offers prospective employers a lifestyle that is hard to leave and a high quality of life that 
makes it easy for expanding and relocating companies to attract and retain key employees. 

 

 

 

RETAIL & SHOPPING 

The Gaston area has several shopping centers and two malls that provide shopping convenience, diversity 
and quality. Nearby Westfield Shoppingtowne encompasses over 800,000 square feet and 100 stores, and 
ranks as the fourth largest mall in the Carolinas. Major retailers such as Belk, J. C. Penney, Dillards, and 
Sears anchor the facility. 

Just a couple of miles West Franklin Square, built in five phases beginning in 1989, has over 1,000,000 
square feet. With anchors such as Wal-Mart, K-Mart, Lowe’s, Sam’s, Best Buy, and Kohl’s, Franklin 
Square has further enhanced Gaston’s consumer appeal. Numerous small and medium sized retailers, 
restaurants and a movie theater with thirteen movie screens and stadium seating also populate Franklin 
Square. The neighboring Franklin Corners is home to Home Depot. 

RESTAURANTS 

Local eating establishments include family style restaurants, deli market, pizza parlor, pub, steak houses, 
oriental dining and fish camps. 

HOUSING AVAILABILITY AND COSTS 

Cramerton offers diverse and high quality housing. Residents can choose among traditional 
neighborhoods, mixed use developments, golf course developments, apartments and condominiums, and 
typical suburban housing developments. 
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In ACCRA Cost-Of-Living Surveys, Cramerton consistently rates as one of the communities with the 
lowest cost-of-living in the Southeast. Housing costs are below the national average. A new mid-
management 2,400 square foot home located within Town limits with close proximity to shopping and 
schools costs less than $252,000. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

There are more than twenty-five hotels, motels and bed & breakfast facilities in Gaston County. Major 
chains located in the area include Comfort Suites, Days Inn, Fairfield Inn, Hampton Inn, Holiday Inn 
Express, Inn Keeper, Masters Economy Inn, Microtel, and Super 8. 

HEALTH CARE 

Local medical services are provided by CaroMont Health. CaroMont is a private, non-profit general, 
acute care hospital. It employs more than 2,500 health care and support personnel. CaroMont is licensed 
for 442 beds and encompasses an area of nearly 400,000 square feet. Each patient room is private. More 
than 250 physicians practice in Gaston County and more than 60 dentists providing services to residents 
from their local offices. 

The Carolinas Healthcare System also serves the region. The nation’s third-largest public health system, 
Carolinas Healthcare System, provides a full array of services in 32 CHS-affiliated hospitals that blanket the 
Carolinas. The system’s flagship hospital, Carolinas Medical Center in Charlotte, is an 874-bed facility that 
includes a Level 1 Trauma Center, a research institute and numerous specialty units ranging from heart 
treatment to organ transplants. CMC also serves as one of North Carolina’s five Academic Medical Center 
Teaching Hospitals, providing graduate medical education for more than 250 physicians in 18 specialties. 

SPORTS & RECREATION 

The Town of Cramerton has an awarding winning Parks and Recreation Department that offers a wide 
range of programs, athletics and special events. The Parks and Recreation Department has multiple 
locations throughout the Town in order to provide convenience to our residents, which has led to the 
Town being designated as a “Fit Community”. 

The staff is creative, professional, and dedicated to promoting fitness and healthy lifestyles through 
nutrition, leisure pursuits and athletics. The department interacts routinely with other local departments to 
promote area-wide recreational opportunities for residents and tourists alike. 

Cramerton also offers bountiful facilities and natural settings perfect for golf, tennis, canoeing, kayaking, 
and fishing. Tee-off on a championship course at Cramer Mountain Country Club, or visit one of the 
many other regional parks that offer fun for the whole family, with playgrounds, biking, hiking, nature 
trails, and a fun-filled white water park minutes away in Mecklenburg County. 

Professional sports are a favorite for most and are accessible within thirty (30) minutes of Cramerton. The 
events include the Carolina Panthers NFL team, NASCAR Auto Racing, U.S. Clay Court Tennis 
Championships, the Charlotte Knights AAA Baseball and Charlotte Bobcats NBA team. 

ARTS & CULTURE 

A wide variety of cultural attractions, enriched by highly regarded regional museums, are a source of great pride to 
area residents. The cornerstone of the regions thriving arts community is a rich array of museums including the 
Schiele Museum of Natural history and Planetarium, the Gaston County Museum of Art & History, the C. Grier 
Beam Truck Museum, the Piedmont Railroad Museum and the American Military Museum. The 480-acre Daniel 
Stowe Botanical Garden, bordering on Lake Wylie, further exemplifies the diversity of the regions cultural 
offerings. The United Arts Council of Gaston County, along with its affiliates and associate groups, provide the 
community with excellent theater, dance and concerts, as well as exhibits by local and visiting artists. 
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Community Stats   
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Incentives  

 
The Town of Cramerton supports and participates through Gaston County and the State of North Carolina in grant 
and incentive programs that provide financial support to strengthen and diversify the Town’s economy. Tax base 
development is a key concern for the Town’s fiscal health. It is essential not only to attract new investment but also 
encourage existing business to expand and reinvest in their local operations. 
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The Community and its History 

Beautiful mountains highlight the topography of this small community. A turn of the century “model mill 
village” built by Stuart Cramer has become one of the premier residential communities in the Charlotte-
Metro area. 

Stuart Warren Cramer 1868-1940, a graduate of the U.S. Naval 
Academy, married Bertha Hobart Berry Cramer. Stuart and Bertha had 
one son Stuart Jr. and one daughter Katherine. After Bertha’s death, Stuart 
married Rebecca Warren and had another son, George Bennett Cramer. 

Stuart, a legend in the textile world in the late 19th and early 20th century, 
was responsible for the design of 150 mills – nearly one third of the mills 
in the South during this period. He founded eleven mills, and was the 
inventor and patent holder for the Cramer System of Air Conditioning for 
mills. 

Having earned a great deal of money, he bought a large interest in several local 
mills and soon became the most powerful textile leader in the area. In 1906, he was 
one of the original incorporators; stockholders and directors of Mays Mfg. Co. and 
in 1910 became owner and president. The Mays Mfg. Co. was changed to Mays 
Mills, Inc. in 1915. 

It was Cramer’s intent to build a model mill village. It followed naturally, the village would be known as 
Mayworth, reminders of which are still visible today, on the front of the Town Hall and Mayworth 
School, which was converted for reuse in 2006 to senior apartments. 

At the persuasion of friends, the Town’s name was changed to 
Cramerton. The company name was changed to Cramerton 
Mills, Inc. Textile World magazine exclaimed, “the business of 
town building is the accomplishment of this corporation”. The 
next phase was to build a weave mill and finishing plant 
achieving a complete package from bale opening to finished 
fabric all in one location. 

The model village was one of the finest of its kind and set the standard for the 
rest of the South with paved streets, concrete sidewalks, and homes with all the 
modern conveniences such as electricity and indoor plumbing. The village was 
built around the Mays and Mayflower Plants along the south fork of the Catawba 
River. The Southern Railroad ran directly through the property and connected 
Charlotte with Atlanta. 

Cramer built a modern dairy and chicken farm on the mountain as well as numerous orchards to provide 
fresh eggs, pure milk and fresh fruits for the health and happiness of the Town’s people. 

On a European trip, Cramer saw a classic English manor house and decided he wanted one like it for his 
summer home. In 1917, it was built atop the mountain using the mountain’s native materials in the 
construction. It was perched 1400 feet above sea level, and one could look out over the expanse of the 
Town below. 

The mountain soon became known as Cramer Mountain, and the manor as Maymont. During the prime 
years of Maymont, Presidents Herbert Hoover and Dwight Eisenhower attended parties on the mountain. 

Mr. Cramer had a 60-foot yacht brought into the South Fork River. Although the sailing area was limited 
it was a beautiful spot for boating. The boat slip remains today in the sharp curve traveling Cramer 
Mountain Road into downtown. 
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Cramer built Cramerton’s first golf course on Goat Island, which is behind the Cramerton Drug Store. 
Later, he built Cramerton Golf Club, which opened in 1927, along the shores of the South Fork River and 
what was known at that time as Cramerton Lake, a body of water created by the Southern Power 
Company known now as Duke Energy. 

The company first manufactured Cramerton’s famous 8.2-ounce “Army khaki” in 1929.  There is no 
doubt that his son; Major Stuart W. Cramer, Jr. an officer in the US Army strongly influenced the 
decision to develop an improved fabric for military uniforms.  Developed out of necessity after the failure 
of the “doughboy” uniforms used by the military in World War I, Cramerton Army Cloth became the 
standard basic uniform cloth throughout the armed forces. This fabric saw service through World War II, 
the Korean and Vietnam Wars. 

At the beginning of World War II, Cramer voluntarily released the technical know-how to allow other 
producers to duplicate his fabric as “Cramerton Army Cloth”. Today the famous name has been registered 
and reintroduced by Dockers as “Cramerton Khaki”. 

In 1946, all Cramer family properties in the Town of Cramerton were sold to Burlington Industries. In 
1984, the mountain and surrounding properties were sold and development soon began on a 
championship golf course and country club surrounded by mountainside homes. 

Cramerton has transitioned from mill village to residential community over the years since Cramer’s 
vision of a “model mill village” and has become a “place to call home” for many area commuters. 
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Available Properties  

 

651 Eagle Road - Industrial Zoned Site 

 



 

 23

 



 

 24

 

    Michael Peoples – Town Manager      Donny Hicks 
    mpeoples@cramerton.org        donny.hicks@co.gaston.nc.us 

    Steve Baucom – Town Planner      Steve Nye 
    sbaucom@cramerton.org        steve.nye@co.gaston.nc.us 

    http://www.cramerton.org  Mark Bolick 
marc.bolick@co.gaston.nc.us 

 


